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MEASURES 10 REMEDY LAG
IN SOVIET MILLED PEAT EXTRACTION

: A. F. Bausin, Deputy Minister
- of Electric Power Plants USSR

The milled peat method of peat extraction is more advanced than either the
hydraulic or elevator methods, and the product, milled peat, produces more steam
than the others. However, this system is very dependent on weather conditions
and proper field drainage.

From 1936 to 1948 the plan for milled peat extraction was completed on an
average of only 85 percent. Excluding the two war years, 1942 end 1943, only
87 percent of the plan was completed, although these indexes have improved dur-
ing the past 4 years (1946 - 1949). In 1946 the plen was fulfilled 98 percent;
in 1947, Y7 percent; in 1948, 101 percent; and in 1949, 96.6 percent. However,
this lmprovement does not guarantee stable indexes of plan fulfillment. .

Deta show that indexes of peat harvest per cycle were not fulfilled in any
year (1936 - 1948), and the improvement shown in the years 1946 - 1949 took place
because norms for the depth of peat extraction per cycle were readjusted (from
1% to 11 millimeters).

To stabilize year-to-year indexes in milled peat extraction, the number of
peat cycles per season and especially the emount of peat harvested per cycle must
be increased. Field drainage is the most important factor in accomplishing this.
Directors of the Ozeretsko-Neplyuyevskiy, Reshetnikovskiy, and Vioray Teykovskiy
enterprises which fulfilled their plan for peat extraction 51.5, 23.7, and T7.3
percent, respectively maintained that weather conditions were responsible for their
fajlture to fulfill their plan. This however, is true to only a small degree.

In poorly drained fields, such as the fields of these enterprises, peat could nct

pe extracted for 4 or 5 days after rains and even then tractors were less efficient

™~ _ in the moist peat (85 percent) and the harvest per cycle vas small. Peat fields
should be dried to 75 percent moisture or less to obtain the planned harvest per
cycle. Many workers claim that lack of machinery or weather conditions are to
plame for their low norm fulfillment. Bad weather conditions, however, can be
overcome by proper field drainage. '

-END -~
-1 < DNOMEINCAUTIL
VUNTIVERNTIAL
CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL ’ ' »
STATE NAVY (| nsre DISTRIBUTION |
ARMY AR JATY 1 -1 1 .

RLEIRRN S R A pproved for Release 2011/08/31 « CIA-RDPS0-00809A000600330146-1




